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Susan Edwards Richmond: Bird Count Activity Plans 

 

Mapping Bird Habitats (Science and Geography) 

 

Description and Goals 

Children will combine science and geography skills by researching bird habitats around and adjacent to 

your school and creating a map of their route. They will identify what types of environments make good 

habitats, and what features are necessary for bird survival, as well as learn about the topography of their 

immediate surroundings and translate it into a form that they can share with the school community. 

 

Developmental Areas and Skills: Physical and Cognitive Domains  

 

Curriculum Standards and Guidelines 

Guidelines for Preschool Learning Experiences (MA Department of Education): 

Learning in History and Social Science Standard 5. Construct and describe simple maps of 

their immediate neighborhood. 

Common Core English Language Arts Standards 

Reading Informational Text # 7: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

Writing #7: Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

Next Generation Science Performance Standards 

2-LS4-1: There are many different kinds of living things in any area, and they exist in different 

places on land and in water.  

 

Objectives 

 Children will define the term habitat, and identify habitat features in their neighborhood. 

 Children will demonstrate knowledge of spatial relationship and direction by making a map. 

 

Materials 

 Bird Count by Susan Edwards Richmond and illustrated by Stephanie Fizer Coleman 

 Chart paper and writing implement 

 Clipboards, paper, and writing implements (1 set per child or pair of children) 

 Compasses (I per child or group of children, depending on availability) 

 Camera or video and/or audio recorder.  

 

Introduction 

Review that, in the story Bird Count, Ava and her team followed a route that took them through a variety of 

habitats. Try recreating Ava’s route on a large piece of chart or construction paper. If necessary, reread 

Bird Count, or page through habitat spreads showing forest, field, wetlands, city center, and neighborhood. 

Discuss what features make each location a good habitat for the birds found there (food, water, shelter).  
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Tell children that they will map habitats on their school property and surrounding neighborhood and identify 

habitats where birds are likely to be found.  

Procedure 

1. Introduce Activity (above). 

2. Brainstorm habitats you might expect to find around your school or neighborhood. Ask:  

a. Who can name a habitat on our school grounds?  

b. How would it provide the features necessary for an animal’s survival? 

3. Write down each habitat and features on chart paper, as volunteers share them. If needed, 

provide prompts to help children recognize that areas such as a playground, garden along the 

side of a building, or even a green inside a bus circle could be potential habitats.  

4. Provide clipboards, paper, and pens or pencils to each child or pair, and ask them to make a 

map of what they see, including landmarks, features, or any wildlife.  

5. Guide children on a route, allowing them to suggest directions if you feel comfortable with their 

choices. Use a compass to reinforce whether you are traveling North, South, East, or West.   

6. Stop at each potential habitat, and ask:  

a. Should we include this on our map? Why or why not? 

b. What living things do we see? 

7. Complete your route. Encourage students to include as much detail as possible on their maps.   

Conclusion 

Gather children in a circle back in the classroom, and take out a fresh piece of chart paper. Call on 

volunteers to fill in the map, and share what they saw along the route. Compare their experiences with that 

of Ava in Bird Count.  Record their answers both on paper and as an audio-recording, if possible. Assess 

whether the experience would be enhanced by creating a book or a bulletin board display of the journey.    

Accommodations 

As an alternative, create a map of your own school or neighborhood that shows landmarks and features of 

interest instead of bird habitats. Extend the activity to the surrounding neighborhood and include routes 

children take to various locations in or around school.       

Evaluation 

The activity will be successful if children can successfully identify habitats and name habitat features. 

Another measure of success is if the children are able to create a map accurately representing some of 

these habitats and features, and their relation to one another. If children’s interest in the project extends to 

creating their own “bird count story,” the activity will have exceeded expectations.   

 

Family/Community Engagement 

Display your map in the classroom for families to see during pick up or drop off, or a community event. 

Consider creating an illustrated book of your classes’ bird count story and present at a community night.  


