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Susan Edwards Richmond: Bird Count Activity Plans 

 

Reading Bird Count (Literature) 
 

Description and Goals 

Children listen to the picture book, Bird Count, written by Susan Edwards Richmond and illustrated by 

Stephanie Fizer Coleman, in which a child becomes a Citizen Scientist for a day as she helps her team 

count and tally the birds they see or hear during the town’s annual Christmas Bird Count. Children will be 

introduced to the picture book format, and appreciate that an author and illustrator tell the story together. 

Children will also identify main characters and ideas, and learn some of the science concepts in the text.  

 

Developmental Areas and Skills:  Language and Cognitive Domains  

Curriculum Standards and Guidelines 

Guidelines for Preschool Learning Experiences (MA Department of Education): 

Reading and Literature Standard 6. Listen to a wide variety of age appropriate literature read 

aloud. 

Common Core English Language Arts Standards:   

Reading Literature #5: Craft and Structure 

Speaking and Listening #1B, 2, and 3: Comprehension and Collaboration 

Reading Informational Text #1, 2, and 3: Identifying Key Ideas and Details 

Objectives 

 Children will listen to the book, Bird Count, and share at least one comment or question 

about the story.  

 Children will be able to identify the author and illustrator of a book and explain their roles in 

the book’s creation.    

 Children will be able to define the term, habitat, and understand that different birds live in 

different types of environments.  

 

Materials 

 The book, Bird Count, by Susan Edwards Richmond and illustrated by Stephanie Fizer Coleman.  

  A whiteboard or chart paper and writing implement.  

Introduction 

Have children gather for a reading circle. Show them the cover of the book and tell children that the author, 

Susan Edwards Richmond, wrote the words of the book and the illustrator, Stephanie Fizer Coleman, drew 

the pictures. Ask: 

 What do you see on the cover? 

 Have you ever looked through binoculars before? 
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 How did it change what you saw? 

Explain that the girl in the story uses binoculars to help her see the birds. But the most important tools she 

uses are parts of her body. Ask children what parts of their body they might use to see and hear birds.  

 

Procedure 

 Introduce Activity (above). 

 Read Bird Count. As you read, ask students to think about where the main character, Ava, 

finds different species of birds and how she identifies them. 

 When you finish reading, ask children to share one comment or question about the book. Call 

on volunteers and write their comments and questions on chart paper. Encourage other 

children to answer any questions asked. If necessary, use the following prompts: 

a. What do you remember about the birds Ava sees? 

b. What do you remember about the places Ava and her team go to look for birds? 

 Brainstorm the names of some of your local birds and compare them to the ones Ava sees.  

 Write the word habitat and explain that a habitat is a place a plant or animal lives, and must 

contain certain things necessary for that plant or animal to survive. Open the book to some 

spreads showing habitats and discuss the elements of habitat they see, including food, water, 

and shelter.  

 Ask children to share the main idea of the book, or what the book is about.  

Conclusion 

Optional: Tell children that Bird Count is the beginning of a unit on birds and bird watching. Review the 

children’s comments and questions and explain that the class will explore some of these during the unit. If 

you like, create an idea web for your explorations. Add to student ideas any plans you’d like to share, such 

as making or installing bird feeders.       

Accommodations 

If children have difficulty sitting quietly during the reading, offer carpet squares to sit on or stuffed birds to 

hold.   

Evaluation 

The activity will be successful if the children listen attentively and share at least one question or comment 

about the story. Another measure of success is if children can explain or otherwise articulate their 

understanding of what a habitat is, and that different birds live in different habitats.  

 

Family/Community Engagement 

Provide information about the story in the school newsletter, and tell families the book is an introduction to 

a unit on birds and bird watching.  Invite families to visit the classroom to share a story or song about birds.   

 


