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Susan Edwards Richmond: Bird Count Activity Plans 

 

Welcome, Brown Bird—a Migration Story (Language and Literature) 

 

Description and Goals 

The teacher will read the picture book, Welcome, Brown Bird, written by Mary Lyn Ray and illustrated by 

Peter Sylvada, in which a migrating bird connects two children and two parts of the world. Children will 

learn the term migration—and understand that some birds fly so far to find food and raise their families 

that they may travel to different countries, with different languages. Children who speak a home language 

other than English will experience another language (possibly their own) as a part of a book read in class.  

 

Developmental Areas and Skills: Language and Social Domains.  

Curriculum Standards and Guidelines 

Guidelines for Preschool Learning Experiences (MA Department of Education): 

Reading and Literature Standard 6. Listen to a wide variety of age appropriate literature read 

aloud. 

Common Core English Language Arts Standards:   

Reading Literature #5: Craft and Structure 

Speaking and Listening #1B, 2, and 3: Comprehension and Collaboration 

Reading Informational Text #1, 2, and 3: Identifying Key Ideas and Details 

Objectives 

 Children will listen to the book, Welcome, Brown Bird, and share at least one comment or question 

about the story. 

 Children will be able to explain or describe that people in different places sometimes speak 

different languages. 

 Children will be able to define the term, migration. 

 

Materials 

 The book, Welcome, Brown Bird. by Mary Lyn Ray and illustrated by Peter Sylvada. 

  A map of the Western Hemisphere, or a globe, on which the bird’s journey can be traced.   

 A whiteboard or chart paper and writing implement.  

Introduction 

Gather children in a circle and point to the bird on the book cover. Tell children the bird is a wood thrush, a 

kind of bird similar to a robin. If you have seen or talked about robins recently, ask questions to prompt 

children’s memory. Explain that robins and other thrushes eat insects and worms. Ask: 

 Why do you think the thrush might have a hard time finding food in the winter? 

 What do you think a bird might do if it couldn’t find food in winter? 
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Honor children’s suggestions. Tell them Welcome, Brown Bird, is the story of what one bird does in winter. 

 

Procedure 

1. Introduce Activity (above). 

2. Read the story. Help children understand that some birds fly so far that they arrive in different 

countries where different languages may be spoken.   

3. Write the sentences, “La flauta está aqui” on a white board or chart paper. Turn back the page 

where the words were introduced and read the page again. Ask if anyone knows what the 

words mean. If not, explain that the words mean “The flute player is here.” in Spanish.  

4. Repeat the procedure with the words, “No, la flauta vive acá.” (The flute player lives here.)  

Point out the English words, “No, the flute player lives here” on the fourth spread.  

5. Turn to the map on the wall, and show where the first child lives (in the Northeast United 

States). Then point to where the second child lives (Central America). Ask: 

 Why do you think the two boys say similar things in two different ways? 

 Would anyone like to share a language other than English you might speak at home? 

 Does anyone have any other comments or questions about the story? 

 

Conclusion 

Explain to children that the journey the thrush takes from one country to another is called “migration.”  Write 

the word Migration on the board or chart paper. Birds migrate because their food disappears in winter, and 

they need to fly somewhere to find more. This story could spin off in a couple of directions in future classes: 

 Encourage children to write a group story about the migration of another bird they might know.      

 Use this story as part of a unit on animals getting ready for winter.   

 

Accommodations 

For children whose home language is Spanish, the story may offer recognition and validation. During the 

discussion of other languages, encourage children with Spanish or other languages as home languages to 

share related vocabulary from their home language, such as “bird” or “fly.” If children have difficulty sitting 

quietly during the reading, offer carpet squares to sit on or stuffed birds to hold.  

Evaluation 

The activity will be successful if children can share at least one question or comment about the story, and 

can articulate their understanding that people from different places may speak different languages. A third 

measure of success will be if children can define the word, migration. If children’s interest extends to story 

writing, or to animals preparing for winter, languages, or maps, the lesson will have exceeded expectations!    

 

Family/Community Engagement 

Provide information about the story in a school newsletter, and invite families to visit the class to share a 

story or song from their home language or culture. If the class writes a journey story about another bird, 

encourage children to illustrate the story and display it in the classroom or share it during a class social.  


