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Susan Edwards Richmond: Bird Count Activity Plans 

 

Birds in the Forest (Dramatic Play) 

 

Description and Goals 

In this activity, children will act out dramatic play scenarios with stuffed toy birds, using natural materials for 

nest building, binoculars for pretend or real bird watching, and their imaginations for developing their 

narratives. Note: This activity is used as a culmination of a bird-themed unit, in which children can 

incorporate what they have learned about birds into creative scenarios using their own imaginations.      

  

Developmental Areas and Skills: Physical and Creative Domains  

 

Curriculum Standards and Guidelines 

Guidelines for Preschool Learning Experiences (MA Department of Education): 

Learning in the Arts (Theatre Arts) Standard 17. Create scenarios, props, and settings 

for dramatizations and dramatic play.  

Next Generation Science Performance Standards 

2-LS4-1: Biodiversity and Humans: There are many different kinds of living things in any area, and 

they exist in different places on land and in water. 

 

Objectives 

 Children will build a nest or other structure to house stuffed toy birds. OR they will use binoculars 

or other props to dramatize seeing one or more toy or real birds. 

 Children will act out at least one aspect of bird behavior (flying, nesting, feeding, raising young), 

OR describe at least one aspect of bird behavior, as they pretend to, or actually, view birds.   

 

Materials 

 The picture book Wild Birds by Joanne Ryder, illustrated by Susan Estelle Kwas. 

 White board or chart paper and a writing implement. 

 Assorted toy stuffed birds that resemble birds native to your region.  

 Child-friendly binoculars. 

 A natural setting conducive to seeing birds, with leaves, sticks, trees, or other plants.   

 Equipment to record the dramatic play.  

Introduction 

Read Wild Birds by Joanne Ryder, illustrated by Susan Estelle Kwas. Ask:  

 What bird behaviors are shown in the book? 

 Have you ever seen birds doing any of these things?  Tell us about it. 

Write down the behaviors and descriptions on a white board or chart paper.  
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Procedure 

1. Introduce Activity (above). 

2. Tell children that today they will walk to a special location that is a good habitat for birds.   

3. Prepare children for a nature walk by encouraging bathroom visits and dressing appropriately 

for the weather. Bring a Teacher Backpack, binoculars, and stuffed toy birds.  

4. Walk to the play site, incorporating running games if there is interest. 

5. At the play site, present the materials and tell children they can play with them in any way they 

like to tell their own stories about birds. Remind them of bird behaviors they discussed earlier.  

6. Circulate among children’s play groups to interview children about their stories and the roles 

they are playing. Tell children you would like to record their stories to share with other friends 

in the class. Some sample questions or prompts include: 

 Tell me about your story. 

 What are your birds doing? 

 What role are you playing? 

Follow up with related questions. Record your interviews. 

Conclusion 

Allow children to engage in dramatic play for 20 minutes to an hour, depending on weather, interest, 

comfort level, and available time. Give a 5-minute warning for cleanup. After 5 minutes, ask children to 

gather the materials and return them to the basket and bag, then return to the classroom. As interest 

warrants, share the recorded interviews and invite children to say more about their group’s stories.  

 

Accommodations 

If a child needs assistance entering group play, bring the child over to a group and ask members of the 

group what role the child might play.  If necessary, ask the group about their play and help brain storm 

additional roles. Feel free to support children in getting started on a narrative. For example, begin to build a 

nest and ask a group of children to help, or use binoculars to spot birds in the vicinity. If you have children 

with physical challenges, conduct the activity in the school yard instead of walking to a more remote site.        

Evaluation 

One measure of the activity’s success will be if children use natural materials available at the site to build a 

nest or other structure, or use the binoculars to watch or identify birds or bird behavior, with real or stuffed 

birds, in their dramatic play. Another measure of success will be if children exhibit, or talk about, at least 

one aspect of bird behavior, as they act out their play scenarios.       

 

Family/Community Engagement 

Document the play or interviews with photos, audio or video footage, or transcriptions, and present in a 

newsletter, bulletin board display, or as a live drama. If children are interested in performing for their 

families, work to incorporate contributions from all children and present the drama at a special event.    

 


